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of the 3rd Corps communications was protected by the G.O.C.
" Tigris Defences."
General Marshall's plan for the 3rd Corps attack was to
pin the enemy to his chief strong point, the Liquorice Fac-
tory, by a demonstration., and to assault the trenches further
to the west, his flank covered by the Corps Cavalry, while the
Cavalry Division moved towards Shumran bend to intercept
any withdrawal of the enemy's troops towards the Turkish
bridge of boats.
On the 9th February, the fourth phase in the operations
—the attack at Dahra—was begun, and made a little pro-
gress. From the beginning, the battle was fierce, and
the enemy put in several strong counter-attacks. However,
by dawn on the 10th, the 3rd Corps had made ground
to the front and on the left bank towards Shumran
at the cost of 367 casualties. That day, the 10th, the
attack was resumed and made good progress northward
and westward, and the Liquorice Factory was captured.
That night, the right of the 3rd Corps reached the Tigris
about half a mile above the Liquorice Factory, whence
the general line of the British front ran a little south of west
towards the end of the Shumran peninsula.
During the night 10/llth, the enemy shortened his
front by withdrawing into his rearward defences, and on
the morning of the llth, the 3rd Corps were able steadily
to advance westwards towards the eastern arm of the Shumran
bend. By midnight,, llth/12th, the front line ran from a
point on the Tigris a mile and a quarter upstream of the
Liquorice Factory to a point on the river about a mile down-
stream of the southern end of the Shumran bend; thus the
'Turks were completely hemmed in in the Dahra bend. Mean-
while, the two brigades lent by the 1st Corps assumed responsi-
bility for the protection of the western flank of the 3rd Corps,
which allowed the 3rd Corps to concentrate for the final
stages of the operation. The task confronting the attackers
was not an easy one. In front of the enemy's defences the
ground was fiat and open, and every yard of it was covered
by the fire of the main position and of the advanced posts and
machine guns by which the Turks meant to break up the
attack. Before an assault on the main position could be
made it was necessary that these advance positions should
be knocked out and that approach and assembly trenches
below the surface of the open desert should be prepared,
Between the ISth. and the 14th, therefore, General Marshall

